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Poetry contest
deadline Aug. 31

A $1,000 grand prize
is being offered 1o the last
poct standing in a free
contest sponsored by the
Celestial Ans Society.

There will be 50 prizes
totaling $5,000.

Poems of 21 lines or
fewer on any subject and
in any style witl be judged
by the contest director Dr.
James Cameron,

Libby -

Libby, Montana

Volume 110, No. 60

2-day Rodeo begins Friday

Parade on Mineral Avenue scheduled for 11 a.m. Saturday

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker
Editor
Hold on, bronco bucks. The
roden is coming to town,
The Kootenai River Rodeo is
coming o Libby on Friday and Sat-
urday beginiing a1 7:30 p.m. both

Satwurday morning is the Rodeo
Parade, which begins at t1 a.m.
with the lincup starting a 10:30
a.m. Alsa, there will be an auto-
graph session Saturday after the
parade at Timberline Auto Sales.

Eight events will be inciuded.

son: Bull-riding, barehack hron-
cos, saddle-broncos, and the four
timed-cvents — tig-down roping,
barrel racing, stecr wrestling and
team roping. The cighth event will
be the “Hometown Barrel Racing,”
in which young cowgirls will com-

“Ticket sales have heen really
good,” said Thompson, “We're
alrcady hall sold o fur Priday™

Advance tickets are $10 each
and are available uniil noon Friday.
After noon, ticket prices will be
$12; That also will be the price at

Entries must be nights. Gates at J. Neils Park open  said Libhy Chamher of C; pete after
received by Aug. 31, and at4:30p.m. Executive Director Dusti Thomp-  the main rodeo events. See RODEO, Page 6
may he by mail
10 Free Poetry Coniest,

221 N. Ceniral Ave.,
No. 228, Medford, Ore.,
97501, or online at www.
Jreecontest.com.

Hunter’s signup,
class is scheduled
A hunwr's education
class registration is sched-

uled for 6:30 t0 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 2, at Libby
Middle School.

Classes will be fram
6:3010 9 p.m. Aug. 3, 4,
9, 10 and 11 with the field
course set for Aug. 15, a1a
time to be announced dur-
ing class.

Young people 11 1o
18 must have a parent or
guardian to register and
must be at least 11 (0 be
certified.

For more information,
call 2934562 ar 293~
5256.

Parents’ meeting,
LHS physicals set

A meeting for parenis
of Libby High School stu-
dents who wish to partici-
pate in sports is scheduled
for 7 pm. Aug. 9 ut the
school.

Also, physical exams
for those LHS students
who wish (o participate
in falt sports will he from
9 a.m. to noon and from
1:30 10 4 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 10,

Cost is $15.

LHS Class of 81
plans reunion

The LHS Class of '81 is
having ils 30-year reunion
Aug. 5 and 6 at the Elks
Lodge in Libby.

On Friday at 6 p.m.,
there will be a no-host
social, and un Satarday
at 6 p.m. there will be a
cocktail hour followed by
dinner.

For more data, call
Tony Reho at 293-0785.
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Billie M. Chape!
Gloria L. Shrewsberry

Libby

Alan Lewss Gorstonocker/The Wastorm News

Judi Bloomer, an ovarian cancer survivor, is chairperson for the Can-
cer Survivors group during the Lincoln County Relay for Life next
waekend at Asa Wood Elemantary. The event bagins 6 p.m. Friday.

Cancer survwor(Early detection is key

Sl Relay for Life set

for next weekend
Alan Lewls Gerstenecker

Editor

Judi Bloomez, the Cancer
Survivor Chairperson for the
Lincoln County Relay for
Life next weekend, feels she
is one of the lucky ones. Her
cancer was diagnosed early,
and she believes she’s alive
wday because ol il

Tt was 2004, and Bloom-
er, then 52, suffered lower
back pain, constantly felt
tired, and she had bloating
in her stomach.

“I wasn't feeling well,
and [ really didn’t know
whal was going on.” Bloom-
er said. “I was menopausal,
50 T just thought thas was it.
At menopause, we get fal.
That's what 1 thought”

Stilt, Bloomer pressed on
o St. John's Lutheran Hos-
pital where she went in for
an examination and an uitra-
sound test revealed a large
cyst of fluid.

Then she heard those
words.

“It was an ovarian {umor,
which was malignans,” she
said. “The fiuid within the
cyst was nol”

Still, the dreaded word ~—
cancer — was hard (o take.

I was blown away. I had
no idea,” she said.

A dental hygenist by pro-
fession. she said is accus-
tomed to hezring about
patients.

See RELAY, Page 6

Lincoln County
Unemployment
rate increases
to 15 percent

County leads Montana for rate,
which is twice the state average

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker
Editor

Lincoln County unemployment figures
for June indicate a slight increase from 14.9
to 15 percent, indicating the county still
leads all of Montana’s counties with the
highest jubless rale.

Sanders County trails Lincoln County by
just one-tenth of 1 percent, at 14.9 percent.

In Lincoln County. the labor farce, which
consistsof 8279
peaple, includes
7,040 employed Lincoln County
and 1,239 who Labor Statistics
are unemployed. (For dune)

State figures * Workforce: 8,279
indicaie 7.3 per- * Employed: 7,040
cent of all Mon- - Jobless: 1,239
tanans are jobless, + Rate: 15.0 percent
compared to 9.1
percent nation-
ally. The figures indicate Lincoln County
has more than twice the jobless rate of the
rest of the state.

The Research and Analysis Bureau of the
Muontana Department of Labor and Indus-
ry said the national economy and slowing
federal investments in recovery projects
continues (o affect Montana, with the state’s

lly adjusted ment rate
increasing slighdy by 0.2 w 7.5 pereent.

Despite the uptick in the unemployment
raic for the month, Moniana’s economy
remains on the path 1o recovery, with about
3,000 jobs added in the tast quarter, accord-
ing to the state agency.

Nationa) figures also indicate slower job

See JOBS, Page 6

Libby

Tester asks EPA director about Rainy Creek contamination

Water tests 40-plus times
the recommended amount

Alan Lewis

July 25 to EPA Administrater
Lisa Jackson, Tester reminds her
of the letter detailing concerns of
the contaminated wood chips on

Editor

In the second letier in as many
weeks ta the Administrator of the
EPA, Sen. Jon Tester is pressuring
the agency lur infurmation about
the announced contamination of
Rainy Creek, a point EPA officials
meeting with Lincoln County Com-
missioners revealed last week.

In the most reeent letter dated

Port Authority property sent last
week and also mentians data EPA
Spukeswoman Rebeees homas

tos fibers for a liter of water is 7
million.

During that Commissioners
meeting, Tester office siaff as well
as a representative of Sen. Max
Baucus® office — as well as mem-
bers of mu media — atiended.

revealed to county On W The Western
about asbesios ination in  News Tester's office to
Rainy Creek. inquire about Tester's exchange

During the meeting last week,
Thomas told Commissioners Rainy
Creek has “285 million (ashestos)
fibers per liter.” She acknowledged
the maximum toxic levels of asbes-

with Jackson,

“From contaminatcd mulch o
the water quality of Rainy Creek,
there are 100 many questions and
not enough answers (rom the EPA”

said Tester, a Democrat.

“ I'm going to stay on them so
we can move in the other direction
where folks in Lihby can finally get
answers insiead of just more ques-

During that mecting, EPA repre-
sentatives relayed that asbestos tev-
els could be even higher clsewhere
in the creek.

*This disturbing series of repors
raiscs further questions ahout the
health and wellbeing of Libhy resi-

Ses EPA, Page 2
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Kootenai River Rodeo

FREE! SUMMER BBQ

Sunday-Wedneaday, July 31-Aug 3
Roosevall Park, fun starts af 6:00pmi

VACATION BIBLESCHOOL
Starts Monday Aug. 1-4, 2011,
Take 2 romp around the swamp

I1 Crocodite Dock 2:00-4:30pm. FREEL

FREE! Sports Camp
August 1-4, 2:00-4:00pm.

Bosketbail, Soccer, Dance, & Wresiling, Grades 7-12.
Troy Cammundty Baytist Charet 726 £ Bissotta Ave.

¥ 900 AM
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2-day Rodeo begins Friday

Parade on Mineral Avenue scheduled for 11 a.m. Saturday

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker
Editor
Hold on, bronco bucks. The
roden is coming to town.
The Kootenai River Rodeo is
coming w Libby on Friday and Sat-
urday beginning at 7:30 p.m. both

Sawurday morning is the Rodeo
Parade, which begins at 11 am
with the lincup starting at 10:30
a.m. Also, there will be an auto-
graph session Sawrday after the
parade at Timberline Auto Sales.

Eight events will be included,

son: Bull-riding, harehack bron-
cos, saddle-broncos, and the four
timed-cvents — tic-down roping,
barrel racing, steer wrestling and
team roping. The eighth event will
be the “Hometown Barrel Racing,”

in which young cowglrls will com-

“Ticket sales have been really
good,” said Thompson. “We're
alrcady hall sold ou for Priday.”

Advance tickets are $10 each
and are available until noon Friday.
After noon, ticket prices will be
$12. That also will be the price at

Entries must be nights. Gates at J. Neils Park open  said I.ibhy Chamber of peic hegl after
received by Aug 31, and at4:30 p.m. Executive Director Dusti Thomp-  the main mdeo events. See RODEO, Page 6
may he hy mail
1o Free Poetry Contest,

221 N. Central Ave.,
No. 228, Medford, Ore.,
97501, or online at www.
Jfreecontest.com.

Hunter's signup,
class is scheduled
A hunter's cducation
class registration is sched-

uled for 6:30t0 8 pm.
Tuesday, Aug. 2, at Libby
Middle School.

Classes will be from
6:3010 9 p.m. Aug. 3. 4.
9, 10 and 11 with the field
course set for Aug. 15, ata
time (0 be announced dur-
ing class

Young people 11 1o
18 must have a parent or
guardian to register and
must be at least 11 10 be
certified

For more information,
call 293-4562 or 293-
5256

Parents' meeting,
LHS physicals set
A meeting for parents
of Libby High School stu-
dents who wish to partici-
pate in sports is scheduled
for 7 p.m. Aug. Y at the

school.

Also, physical exams
for those LHS students
who wish (0 participate
in fall sports will he from
9 a.m. 10 noon and from
1:30 t0 4 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 10

Costis $15.

LHS Class of '81
plans reunion

The LHS Class of 81 is
having its 30-year reunion
Aug. 5 and 6 at the Elks
Lodge in Libby.

On Friday at 6 p.m.,
there will be a no-host
social, and on Saturday
at 6 p.m. there will be a
cocktail hour followed by
dinner.

For more data, call
Tony Rebo at 293-0785.
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Libby

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker/The Western News

Judi Bloomer, an ovarian cancer survivor, is chairperson for the Can-
cer Survivors group during the Lincoln County Relay for Life next
weekend at Asa Wood Elementary. The event begins 6 p.m. Friday.

Cancer survivor(Early detection is key

Relay for Life set
for next weekend

Judi Bloomer, the Cancer
Survivor Chairperson for the
Lincoln County Relay for
Life next weekend. feels she
is one of the lucky ones. Her
cancer was diagnosed early,
and she believes she's alive
today because of it

Tt was 2004, and Bloom-
er, then 52, suffered lower
back pain, constantly felt
tired, and she had bloating
in her stomach.

“I wasn't feeling well,
and I really didn’t know
what was going on.” Bloom-
er said. “T was menopausal,
so I just thought that was it
At menopause, we get fat.
That’s what I thought”

Still, Bloomer pressed on
1o St. John's Lutheran Hos-
pital where she went in for
an examination and an ultra-
sound tcst revealed a large
cyst of fluid.

Then she heard those
words.

“It was an ovarian umor,
which was malignant,” she
said. “The fluid within the
cyst was not”

Siill, the dreaded word —
cancer — was hard (o take.

“1 was blown away [ had
no idea,” she said.

A dental hygenist hy pro-
fession, she said is accus-
tomed o hearing about
patients.

See RELAY, Page 6

Lincoln County
Unemployment
rate increases
to 15 percent

County leads Montana for rate,
which is twice the state average

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker
Editor

Lincoln County unemployment figures
for June indicate a slight increase from 14.9
10 15 percent, indicating the county still
leads all of Montana's counties with the
highest jobless ruie.

Sanders County trails Lincoln County by
just one-tenth of 1 percent, at 14.9 percent.

In Lincoln County, the labor force, which
consists of 8,279

eople, includes
[;.OIO employed Lincoln Cour]ty
and 1,239 who Labor Statistics
are unemployed. (For June)

State figures * Workforce: 8,279
indicate 7.3 per- * Employed: 7,040
cent of all Mon- - Jobless: 1,239
tanans arc jobless, » Rate: 15.0 percent
compared (o 9.1
percent nation-
ally. The figures indicate Lincoln County
has more than twice the jobless raie of the
rest of the state.

‘The Research and Analysis Bureau of the
Montana Department of Labor and Indus-
try said the national economy and slowing
federal investmenis in recovery projects
continues to affect Montana, with the state’s

y adjusted ‘ment rate
increasing slightly by 0.2 10 7.5 percent.

Despite the uptick in the unemployment
rate for the month, Montana’s economy
remains on the path to recovery, with about
3,000 jobs added in the last quarter, accord-
ing to the state agency.

National figures also indicate slower job

See JOBS, Page 6

Libby

Tester asks EPA director about Rainy Creek contamination

Water tests 40-plus times
the recommended amount

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker
Editor

In the second letter in as many
weeks to the Administrator of the
EPA, Sen. Jon Tester is pressuring
the agency lor information about
the announced contamination of
Rainy Creck, a point EPA officials
meeting with Lincoln County Com-
missioners revealed last week.

In the most recent letter dated

July 25 to EPA Administrator
Lisa Jackson, Tester reminds her
of the letter detailing concerns of
the contaminated wood chips on
Port Authority property sent last
week and also mentions data EPA
Spokeswoman Rebecca Thomas

10s fibers for a liter of water is 7
million.

During that Commissioners
meeting, Tester office staff as well
as a representative of Sen. Max
Baucus’ office — as well as mem-
bers of mx, mulu — attended.

revealed (o county On W The Wesiern
about asbesios ion in  News Teslcr s office to
Rainy Creek inquire about Tester's exchange

During the meeting last week,
Thomas told Commissioners Rainy
Creek has “285 million (asbestos)
fibers per liter” She acknowledged
the maximum toxic levels of asbes-

with Jackson

“From contaminatcd mulch ta
the water quality of Rainy Creek.
there are too many questions and
not enough answers from the EPA.”

said Tester, a Democrat.

“T'm going to stay on them so
we can move in the other direction
where folks in Libby can finally get
answers insiead of just more ques-
tions”

During that meeting, EPA repre-
sentatives relayed that ashestos lev-
els could be even higher elsewhere
in the creek.

“This disturbing series of reports
raiscs furthcr questions ahout the
health and wellbeing of Libby resi-

See EPA, Page 2
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FREE! SUMMER BBQ
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Roosevell Park, fun starts al 6:00pm!
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